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| CHIEF EDITOR DESK |

Dear Readers,

On behalf of National Awareness Times
(India’s National Weekly), the editorial board
and the team of our journal would like to wish Dr. Nabarun
allthe readers a wonderful week ahead to all . Ghose

United States President Donald Trump
announced 25% tariffs on India, as well as an
unspecified “penalty” for buying military
equipment and energy from Russia.

Dr. Sunil
On the auspicious occasion of release of 20th .
instalment of Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman [[ELEULIE{)Y

Nidhi (PM-KISAN) Yojana, Union Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan addressed a mammoth gathering of farmers,
officials and dignitaries in Patna, Bihar. -

To mark the birth centenary of Professor M.S. Swaminathan, a towering Gurmeet S
figure in agricultural science and a pioneer of food security, the M.S. .
Swaminathan Research Foundation (MSSRF) is organizing the M.S. Sodhi
Swaminathan Centenary International Conference from 7-9 August 2025
in New Delhi in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, Indian Council of Agricultural Research and National Academy of
Agricultural Sciences.

Lo

Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare and Rural Development JACUERILUMUET

Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan attended the 'Meghalaya Pineapple Festival-

2025'in New Delhi, Ramani

> 4 —
/ .
Dr. Balbir
Deepak Singh, .
Chief Editor Singh Verma

Dr. Anmol S.
Kapoor
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INDIA IS A DEAD ECONOMY: DONALD TRUMP

nited States President

Donald Trump announced

25% tariffs on India, as well
as an unspecified “penalty” for
buying military equipment and
energy from Russia.
Aday later, Trump posted on social
media that he did not care if India
and Russia “take their dead
economies down together”.
Asked about Trump’s description
of India as a “dead” economy,
Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi said: “Yes, he
(Trump) is right... Everybody
knows this except the Prime
Minister and the Finance Minister. |
am glad President Trump has
stated a fact... The whole world
knows that India is a dead
economy and that the BJP has
killed it...”
Union Minister of Commerce &
Industry Piyush Goyal pushed
back, saying that India had rapidly

By Editor — Gaurav Singh

transformed from being one of the
‘fragile five’ to the fastest growing
major economy in the world in just
overadecade.

“We have risen from the 11th
largest economy to one of the top
five... It is also widely expected
that we will become the third
largest economy in a few years.
Today, international institutions
and economists see India as the
bright spot in the global economy.
India is contributing to almost 16%
of the global growth,” Goyal said in
a statement to Parliament.

“In the last decade, the
government has taken
transformative measures to
promote India as the
manufacturing hub of the world...
India’s young, skilled and talented
workforce is driving innovation and
competitiveness of Indian industry.
Our exports have steadily
increased during the last 11 years,”

he said.

Economic growth

So, is India’s economy “dead”?
While Trump, who seems annoyed
with India’s hard bargaining in the
talks for a trade deal, need not be
taken literally, it stands to reason
that one absolutely necessary
attribute of a dead economy must
be an absence of economic
growth.

The Table alongside contains data
for gross domestic product (GDP)
from the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) for a selection of
countries over the past 30 years
from 1995.

They have been selected in the
context of Trump’s comments, and
the recent trade pacts signed
between his administration and
countries such as Pakistan, the
UK, and the EU (of which Germany
is the biggest economy). Japan
has been included because it is

6-12 August, 2025
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one of the world’s biggest
economies.

The data throw up a picture that is
obviously contrary to Trump’s
contention that India, or even
Russia, are “dead” economies.
Column 3 shows the number of
times the GDP of each country has
grown over the past 30 years. The
top three countries are China,
India, and Russiain that order.
While the US has now become four
timesits 1995 size, its closest trade
partners like the United Kingdom
have grown by less than 3 times,
and Germany has failed to even
double its economy.

Japan’s GDP in 2025 is lower than
what it was in 1995, which would,
by this metric, qualify it to be not
just a “dead” but perhaps a
decaying economy.

In contrast, India’s economy is
today almost 12 times its size in
1995.

Comparison with US

There is another way to look at
these numbers: how did these
economies grow relative to the
us?

Columns 4 and 5 show there are
only three economies that have
grown in size relative to the US:
China, India, and Russia. India
was less than 5% the size of the US
economy in 1995, but in 2025 it is
almost 14%.

By contrast, all of America’s friends
and trading partners have shrunk

Sy T 4 = .,
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in size relative to the US.

Concerns forIndia

Do the above numbers mean
India’s economy has no problems?
While India is by no means a
“‘dead” economy — far from it — it
does have several ailments.

While India’s overall GDP has
grown, its growth rate has lost a
step since 2011-12, and failed to
replicate the spurt of fast growth —
averaging 8%-9% — that was
witnessed before the Global
Financial Crisis of 2008-09. Since
2014, India’s growth rate has
hovered around 6%.

India also has not achieved the
pace of growth that China did
during its own journey. In 2014,
India’s GDP was $2.1 ftrillion; 11
years later, at the end of the
ongoing financial year, it is
projected to reach $4.1 trillion,
according to the IMF. By
comparison, China’s GDP raced
from $1.9 trillion to $4.6 trillion in
justfour years, from 2004 to 2008.

In terms of trade — which is the
context of Trump’s comments —
India’s share is just 1.8% of total
global exports of goods, and just
4.5% of total global exports of
services.

One sign of weakness in the
economy is the fact that there are
many sectors that India wants to
protect when it comes to
international trade. India’s farm
economy is plagued with distress,

with the bulk of the farmers living at
subsistence levels.

The reason why the bulk of India’s
population is still engaged in the
rural and farm sectors is the failure
to boost manufacturing. Official
data show that since 2019-20,
manufacturing has registered a
slower growth rate (CAGR of
4.04%) than even agriculture and
allied activities (4.72%).

Further, despite overall GDP
growth, the quality of growth and its
distribution is acutely skewed,
leading to widening inequalities
and persistently high poverty.
Twenty-four per cent of the
population is below the World Bank
poverty line for India. In 2011-12,
when India was a poorer country
and its poverty line was the same
as the abject poverty line, 27% of
India qualified as poor.

Data on inequality also show an
alarming rise. And on human
development metrics such as
health and education, the situation
is concerning.

A stark skills mismatch means that
unemployment in India rises to
very high levels with rising
educational attainment. And
female participation in the
economy is among the lowest in
the world — even when it is rising,
the quality of work is of the poorest
quality with low and stagnant
wages.

| don't care what India does with
Russia,” Trump said in his social
media post. “They can take their
dead economies down together,
for all | care. We have done very
little business with India, their
tariffs are too high, among the
highest in the world. Trump’s latest
barrage took place hours after he
announced a shock 25% tariff
against India, plus a “penalty” for
trading with Russia.

The first part of the accord is to be
concluded by October. The BTA is
aimed at more than doubling
bilateral trade in goods and
services to $500 billion by 2030,
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from the current $191 billion. The US President has been consistently
attacking India on tariffs but this is the first time that his messaging has
taken such a turn. That comes on top of his insistence that he brokered
the ceasefire between India and Pakistan. India has denied any third-
party involvementin that matter.

Still, Trump’s tirade is being seen as a pressure tactic to get India to offer
more concessions on market access and announce investments in the
US. In a separate announcement of a trade deal with Pakistan, Trump
also wondered in a social media post if the neighbouring nation could sell
oil to India some day. He also referred to Pakistan’s “massive oil
reserves,” although that country has not announced such big
hydrocarbon discoveries. The US President also said on Wednesday
thatthe US is in talks with India for a trade deal.

Trump said India is willing to cut tariffs “very substantially.” At that time, he
had said, “We are talking to India now. We will see what happens. It
doesn’t matter too much whether we have a deal or we charge them a
certain tariff. But you will know at the end of this week.” It's not known
what provoked the renewed assault on India, although Trump has been
losing patience with Russian President Vladimir Putin’'s apparent
unwillingness to reach a peace deal in the war with Ukraine.

At a press conference, Trump again brought up BRICS and his belief that

the grouping — which includes
India, China and Russia — wants to
sideline the dollar, although there
isn’t much actual evidence of this.
He described it as an “attack on the
dollar and we are not going to let
anybody attack the dollar. So it's
partially BRICS and it's partially
trade... We had a tremendous
deficit.” BRICS also includes Brazil,
South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran,
the United Arab Emirates and
Indonesia. The president had
termed India's trade policies as
“most strenuous and obnoxious” in
his Wednesday post.

India’s Response

In a suo motu statement in both
houses of Parliament, commerce
minister Piyush Goyal said the
government is examining the
implications of the latest tariffs and is
in consultation with all stakeholders,
including farmers, exporters,
MSMEs (micro, small and medium
industries) and industry groupings.
“The implications of the recent
development are being examined.
The ministry of commerce and
industry is engaged with all
stakeholders, including exporters
and industry, for taking feedback of
their assessment of the situation,”
he said. Goyal’s assurance
assumes significance as Trump’s
punitive duty could significantly dent
India’s goods exports of $85 billion
tothe US.

“We will take all necessary steps to
secure and advance our national
interest,” Goyal said. This was
similar to a government statement
that was issued after the
Wednesday tariff announcement.
An official ruled out any immediate
retaliation against the US’ unilateral
measure. “Since the situation is
dynamic, we don’t want to jump the
gun,” the person said.

Trump had issued an executive
order on reciprocal tariffs, imposing
additional duties in the 10-50%
range on a host of countries. The
additional duty on India was
announced at 26%, including a
baseline tariff of 10%.
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The Union Minister of Road
Transport and Highways, Shri Nitin
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The Union Minister of Health and
Family Welfare & Chemicals and
- Fertilizers, Shri Jagat Prakash Nadda
: attends the event on 15th Indian
Organ Donation Day, in New Delhi.
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E PM pays his last heartfelt tribute to former
Jharkhand Chief Minister, Late Shri Shibu
Soren at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, in New

’ Delhi.

/:-"""

The President of India, Smt Droupadi
Murmu received the President of the
Republic of Philippines, Mr. Ferdinand
Romualdez Marcos Jr. and also hosted a
banquet in his honour at Rashtrapati ka '7 Tl
Bhavan, in New Delhi.

The President of the Republic of
Philippines, Mr. Ferdinand Romualdez
- Marcos Jr. and the Union Minister for
Commerce and Industry, Shri Piyush
Goyal attend Philippines-India CEO
Roundtable, in New Delhi.
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BIHAR IS PIONEER IN MAKHANA PRODUCTION:
SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN

L

n the auspicious occasion of

release of 20th instalment of

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi (PM-KISAN) Yojana, Union
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan addressed a
mammoth gathering of farmers,
officials and dignitaries in Patna, Bihar.
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Shri Vijay
Sinha, Cooperative Minister Shri Prem
Kumar and other distinguished officials
were present at the event, organised in
the holy month of Sawan.
In his address, Shri Chouhan felicitated
farmers, especially the females
present in large numbers, and
appreciated their hard work and
contributions. He said that agriculture
is the backbone of Indian economy and
farmers are its soul. Serving these
farmers is our ultimate responsibility.
Referring to the rich cultural and
agricultural heritage of Bihar, Shri
Chouhan spoke of the glory of this land,
sanctified by the penance of Lord
Buddha and the blessings of Maa
Ganga. He praised the hardworking
people of Bihar, whose contribution is
appreciated globally.
Appreciating Bihar's tradition of
knowledge and industriousness, he

. 2
said, “The legacy of knowledge and
industriousness of this state is
incomparable. The land witnessed
Mahatma Gandhi's Champaran
Satyagraha, which gave a new
direction to India's freedom struggle.”
The Union Minister reiterated Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi's resolve
to make farming profitable. Over Rs.
3,77,000 crore has been transferred
directly to the accounts of farmers
under the PM-Kisan scheme so far. On
this occasion, over Rs. 20,000 crore
was deposited in the accounts of
farmers, providing financial assistance

3 s e g
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to lakhs of farmer families across the
country.

Shri Chouhan emphasized on efforts
like Pradhan Mantri Dhan Dhanya
Yojana to increase agricultural
productivity per hectare, especially in
low productivity areas. He highlighted
the significant contribution of Makhana
production in Bihar and the continuous
efforts to connect agricultural science
with the farms.

The Union Minister assured timely and
adequate availability of fertilizers and
pesticides. He also informed about the
efforts under various schemes to
provide compensation in case of crop
failure. He said that now the crops are
procured at Minimum Support Price
(MSP), to which 50 per cent profit is
added on the production cost. This
reflects the farmer-centric approach of
the government.

Shri Chouhan reiterated that under the
leadership of Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi welfare of farmers is
our top priority.

Highlighting the measures for farmers’
welfare, under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Mr Chouhan
said that with the help of DBT (Direct
Benefit Transfer) the government is
ensuring that the assistance reaches
directly into the accounts of the
farmers. He said, “Earlier, farmers used
to get only few pennies of Rs. 1 sent by
the government , but now they receive
whole amount without any leakage.”
The programme concluded with a
resolve to empower farmers and
strengthen India's agriculture sector.

e
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THE PRINCIPLE OF ‘EVERGREEN REVOLUTION’

o mark the birth centenary

of Professor M.S.

Swaminathan, a towering
figure in agricultural science and a
pioneer of food security, the M.S.
Swaminathan Research
Foundation (MSSRF) is
organizing the M.S. Swaminathan
Centenary International
Conference from 7-9 August
2025 in New Delhi in collaboration
with the Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare, Indian Council
of Agricultural Research and
National Academy of Agricultural
Sciences. Themed “Evergreen
Revolution — The Pathway to Bio
happiness”, the conference will
honour Prof. Swaminathan’s
lifelong contributions to
sustainable and equitable
development.
Announcing the event at a press
conference today, Dr. M.L. Jat,
Secretary (DARE) & Director
General (ICAR), highlighted Prof.
Swaminathan’s pivotal role in
transforming India from a food-
deficient to a food-surplus nation.
“Prof. Swaminathan was a brave
son of India whose revolutionary
leadership in agriculture
reshaped the country's green
landscape,” he added. Dr. Jat also
emphasized that the conference
aims to carry forward Prof.
Swaminathan’s legacy by framing

the future roadmap for Indian
agriculture, with a particular focus
on enhancing women's
participation in the sector.
Prime Minister Shri
NarendraModi will inaugurate the
event and release a
commemorative coin and stamp
issued by the Government of India
in honour of the legendary
scientist.

Dr. Soumya Swaminathan, Chair,
MSSRF, underscored the global
significance of the conference
and its role in shaping the future of
sustainable agriculture
worldwide. Dr. C. Viswanathan,
Joint Director (Research), ICAR-
IARI, reflected on Prof.
Swaminathan’s transformative
impact on Indian agriculture. Dr.
Ashok Singh, Secretary, National
Academy of Agricultural Sciences
(NAAS), stated that food is God to
the hungry, and Prof.
Swaminathan has been that god
for millions.

The conference will serve as a
global platform for scientists,
policymakers, development
professionals, and stakeholders
to deliberate on advancing the
principles of the ‘Evergreen
Revolution’.

Key themes include
‘Conservation and sustainable
use of biodiversity and natural

resources’; ‘Climate-resilient and
nutrition-sensitive agriculture’;
‘Inclusive and technology-driven
livelihood solutions’ and ‘Youth,
women, and community
engagement in development’.
This international forum will bring
together experts, policymakers,
and stakeholders to advance the
principles of the evergreen
revolution.

The event is a celebration of Prof.
Swaminathan’s visionary
leadership and a reaffirmation of
the collective commitment to
building a sustainable, equitable,
and hunger-free world—an era
rooted in the concept of Bio
happiness.
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CENTRE WILL ENSURE ALL SUPPORT TO DEVELOP
AGRICULTURE SECTOR IN MEGHALAYA

|

i r
nion Minister for Agriculture &
Farmers Welfare and Rural
Development Shri Shivraj
Singh Chouhan attended the
'Meghalaya Pineapple Festival-2025'
in New Delhi. On this occasion, Chief
Minister of Meghalaya Shri Conrad K.
Sangma and senior officials of the
Centre and the State were also
present.
The event started with the exchange of
various Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) on pineapple.
Thereafter, the Union Minister
released a booklet on 'Meghalaya's
progress in agriculture sector'.
Speaking on the occasion, Union
Agriculture Minister Shri Shivraj Singh
said that pineapples from Meghalaya
are distinct in terms of taste and
quality. He lauded the farmers and
people of Meghalaya for their hard
work and sincerity. Agricultural
products including fruits, spices,
turmeric, ginger, coffee, tea, jackfruit
and mushroom of the state are of
world class quality. Most of them are
organic and need urgent promotion at
global stage.
The Union Minister said that the
Central Government will work in
collaboration with the Chief Minister
and senior officials of the state for
exporting products from North East

region outside the state and abroad.
Private sector can also play a key role
in this regard. It's really heartening to
see that the state government s giving
thrustinto it via MoUs.

Shri Chauhan further said that our
Prime Minister is committed to the
development of the North-East region.
The Central Government will provide
full support to Meghalaya for
development works including
agriculture.

The Union Agriculture Minister
informed that he will soon visit
Meghalaya again with a team of
scientists. He said that when he visited

the state during the ‘Vikasit Krishi
Sankalp Abhiyan’, the farmers had
highlighted several problems and
challenges related to agriculture.
Farmers had demanded appropriate
solutions for increasing the 'shelf life'
of agricultural products. In this regard,
necessary instructions have been
given to the scientists of the Indian
Council of Agricultural Research.
Concrete measures will soon be
available and researches are on.

The Union Minister said that
processing of agricultural products is
necessary and serious attempts are
being made for establishing relevant
processing units. The state
government has also moved a
proposal of ‘air lifting' of agricultural
products and it has been taken
sincerely. The option of transporting
these products via train will also be
worked upon. Efforts will also be made
to increase the production of
pineapple per hectare. A requisite
roadmap for the development of
agriculture in Meghalaya will be
prepared in collaboration with the
state government.

Concluding his address, the Union
Agriculture Minister called upon youth
to establish agriculture startups. He
also appealed to the countrymen to
make maximum use of Meghalaya's
products. “Our products are the bestin
the world, we shouldn’t hesitate in
using them,” he observed.
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Shah Rukh Khan reacts to receiving first-ever National Award

In a moment fans across the globe have long awaited, Shah Rukh Khan has
finally clinched his first National Film Award, marking a historic milestone in
a legendary career that spans over three decades. The superstar was
honoured for his performance in Atlee’s 2023 blockbuster Jawan, which
redefined his on-screen persona and heralded one of Bollywood’s biggest
comebacks.Taking to social media to express his gratitude, Khan shared a
moving video thanking the jury, the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting,
director Atlee, his family, and his fans. The video, laced with his trademark wit
and charm, quickly went viral — particularly his iconic line, “Half a hug to
everyone today... just keep the popcorn ready. I'll be back on screen soon —
with one hand, ready,” he said as he dropped a video showcasing his gratitude
and the comment about a half hug? Well, that’s the consequence of a latest

National Awareness Times

injury the superstar suffered on the sets of his upcoming film. Further continuing his heartfelt speech, SRK shared, “To be
honoured with the National Award is amoment | will cherish for a lifetime. This award is areminder that acting is notjustajob
— it's a responsibility. A responsibility to show truth on screen.” He acknowledged the creators who shaped his
transformative year, adding, “Thank you Raju sir, thank you Saeed, and especially Atlee sir and his team for trusting me. Atlee
sir, this is — like you say — mass.” Khan also praised his team and family, calling them the pillars behind his success. “They
bear with my eccentricities and impatience and make me look much better than | am — like even now in this video. My wife
and kids love me like I'm the child in the house. They know cinema takes me away from them, but they bear it with a smile,” he
added. Asserting that the award is not just personal, SRK also addressed his fans directly and stated, “Thank you for all the
cheers and the tears. Thank you for pausing your scrolling to watch me. This award is for you — as each one is.” Khan’s win
marks a major turning point in Indian cinema. After facing a lull in the late 2010s, SRK’s resurgence in 2023 with Pathaan,
Jawan, and Dunki brought back the mass hysteria to box offices, reestablishing him as a cultural phenomenon. His role in
Jawan — ablend of action, emotion, and political messaging — showcased a new depth to the King of Romance, proving once
again that reinvention is his greatest strength. As fans across the globe celebrate the overdue honour, the actor’s promise to
return “soon on screen” ensures that the King's reign is far from over.

Vikrant Massey wins Best Actor at 71st National Film Awards
for 12th Fail

Vikrant Massey indeed is the best actor of this generation as he has been
awarded the prestigious National Award for Best Actor for his powerful
performance in 12th Fail, where he plays the real-life IPS officer Manoj Kumar
Sharma. Directed by Vidhu Vinod Chopra, the film narrates the extraordinary
journey of a young man from a humble background who dares to dream big.
Battling poverty, self-doubt, and the pressure of India’'s most competitive
examination — the UPSC — Manoj's story is one of perseverance and hope.
With this win, Vikrant has firmly asserted his place the best actor of this
generation. Massey's portrayal of Manoj has been widely celebrated for its
sincerity, subtlety, and emotional depth. His ability to embody the
vulnerability and resilience of the character made the performance both
relatable and inspiring. The film struck a chord with audiences across the

country, and critics hailed Massey’s work as one of the finest performances in recent years.This National Award win not only
recognizes his hard work and dedication but also marks a significant milestone in his career. From television to cinema,
Vikrant has steadily carved a niche for himself as an actor who brings authenticity and gravitas to every role. With each
project, he continues to prove why he is among the best in the business. Sharing his reaction on winning the National Award,
Vikrant said in a statement, "l want to thank the Honourable Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, the NFDC, and all the
esteemed jury members of the 71st National Film Awards for considering my performance worthy of this recognition. | also
want to thank Shri Vidhu Vinod Chopra ji for giving me this opportunity.”" He added, "Today, if | may say so, a 20-year-old boy’s
dream has come true. | am eternally grateful to the audiences for honouring my performances and for recommending this
film with such love. Itis a privilege to be sharing my first National Award with anicon like Shah Rukh Khan.
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National Awareness Times HEALTH CENTRE |

FULL BODY CLEANSE

SKIN

« TUrmeric « Garlic . Apple
. Beetroot . Pineapple . Beetroot
. Carrots  Ginger . Carrot

KIDNEY BLOOD DIGESTIVE TRACT

« Cucumber . Pomegranate » Cucumber
- Lemon . Orange . Green apple
» Celery . Ginger » Aloevera
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National Awareness Times

PIC OF
THE WEEK

ICel [g %ﬂﬂ@;’ﬁ

‘What a role model’ - Kelly Brook's cream bikini nails
Italian summer style as fans applaud her for ‘refreshing’ photo

Aug 04, 2025
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National Awareness Times LEARN & PASS IT ON

Give the ones
you love

Wings to ﬂ ;

roots to come bdc/Q

&E?Zd reasons

Lo sta)y.

- Dalai Lama
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National Awareness Times

GET
CASHBACK
AS EASY AS

1% coshback on apparals * 2% cashbock on grocery * 3% cashback on’ pharmacy

We believe your shopping experience should:-be rewarding.
Thal's why we offer coshbocks on our 1-2-3 Bebit Cards.

Because at Axis, the focus is on you.

L
PRESTIGE MQAXIS BANK

EANIHGE ACCOLUNE

If Undelivered, Please Return To :

1IMES

INDIA'S NATIONAL WEEKLY
L-22/11, DLF Phase-ll, Gurgaon-122001.
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