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CHIEF EDITOR DESK

Dear Readers,

On behalf of National Awareness Times 
(India’s National Weekly), the editorial 
board and the team of our journal would 
like to wish all the readers a wonderful 
week ahead to all.

Seychel les President Dr Patr ick 
Herminie’s five day state visit to India has 
marked a decisive new chapter in 
bilateral relations, culminating in the 
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announcement of a 175 million dollar development assistance 
package and the signing of seven key agreements aimed at 
expanding cooperation across strategic sectors.

Delhi has been placed on alert after reports revealed that more 
than 800 people were reported missing within the first two weeks of 
January 2026, sparking widespread concern across the national 
capital.

Donald Trump has announced a new trade deal with India, calling it 
a major breakthrough in economic relations between the two 
countries and a step toward strengthening bilateral cooperation.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has officially launched a new 
cooperative-based cab platform named Bharat Taxi, marking a 
significant step toward strengthening India’s cooperative economy 
and empowering drivers across the country.
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SEYCHELLES PRESIDENT PATRICK HERMINIE 
ARRIVES IN NEW DELHI

By Editor – Gaurav Singh

National Awareness Times 

eychelles President Dr 

SPatrick Herminie’s five day 
state visit to India has marked 

a decisive new chapter in bilateral 
relations, culminating in the 
announcement of a 175 million 
dollar development assistance 
package and the signing of seven 
key agreements aimed at 
expanding cooperation across 
strategic sectors. Undertaken at the 
invitation of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, the visit reflects the 
growing depth of India Seychelles 
ties and highlights New Delhi’s 
sustained focus on the Indian 
Ocean region and the Global South.

President Herminie arrived in New 
Delhi after concluding a series of 
engagements in Chennai and 
Mumbai, where he met political 

Industry. The forum brought 
together leading business figures, 
policymakers, and industry 
representatives to explore new 
avenues of collaboration. 
Addressing the gathering, Herminie 
outlined priority sectors for 
partnership including digital 
technologies, renewable energy, 
tourism, higher education, and 
electric mobility. He emphasized 
Seychelles’ openness to Indian 
investment, particularly in sectors 
aligned with sustainability and 
economic diversification.

A dedicated CEOs roundtable 
allowed direct interaction between 
Indian industry leaders and the 
Seychelles delegation. Discussions 
focused on regulatory frameworks, 
long term investment opportunities, 

leaders, business stakeholders, and 
representatives from multiple 
sectors including governance, 
industry, coastal management, and 
healthcare. His arrival in the 
national capital was marked by a 
warm reception from Union Minister 
of State for Health and Family 
Welfare and for Chemicals and 
Fertilizers Anupriya Patel, 
underscoring the importance India 
attaches to its relationship with the 
island nation.

The Ministry of External Affairs 
described the earlier engagements 
in southern and western India as 
highly productive. In Chennai, 
President Herminie attended the 
India Seychelles Business Forum 
organized by the Federation of 
Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
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and Seychelles’ potential role as a 
gateway to African markets. 
Business leaders expressed interest 
in collaborating in sectors linked to 
innovation, climate resilience, and 
emerging technologies.

In Mumbai, President Herminie met 
Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis. Their 
discussions centered on port led 
development and coastal 
management, areas of natural 
alignment between Maharashtra’s 
extensive coastline and Seychelles’ 
identity as a small island nation with 
a maritime focus. Both sides 
explored cooperation in ports, 
logistics, marine infrastructure, and 
sustainable coastal development. 
Fadnavis welcomed the delegation 
and extended warm wishes to 
Seychelles on the occasion of its 
50th year of independence and the 
50th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the two countries.

The Seychelles delegation included 
Minister for Foreign Affairs Barry 
Faure, Minister for Finance Pierre 
Laporte, Minister for Transport 
Veronique Laporte, and Minister for 
Tourism and Culture Amanda 
Bernstein. The presence of senior 
ministers reflected the 
comprehensive and multi sectoral 
nature of the visit.

The most significant developments 
unfolded in New Delhi, where 

President Herminie held wide 
ranging talks with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and met President 
Droupadi Murmu. The discussions 
covered bilateral, regional, and 
international issues including 
maritime security, economic 
cooperation, climate resilience, 

healthcare collaboration, defence, 
and people to people ties.

Following the talks, India 
announced a Special Economic 
Package worth 175 million dollars to 
support Seychelles’ development 
priorities. The package includes 125 
million dollars as a rupee 
denominated Line of Credit and 50 
million dollars as grant assistance. It 
will fund projects in social housing, 
electric mobility, vocational training, 
healthcare, defence, and maritime 
security. Additionally, India will 
provide 1000 metric tonnes of 
grains and lentils as part of the 
support measures.

Prime Minister Modi described the 
moment as a turning point in the 
partnership. He stated that the India 
Seychelles relationship extends far 
beyond formal diplomacy, rooted in 
centuries of shared maritime history 
and cultural exchanges across the 
Indian Ocean. Emphasizing 
Seychelles’ role in India’s 
MAHASAGAR vision, which stands 
for Mutual and Holistic 

11-17 February, 2026
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Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions, Modi said the 
island nation is an integral maritime neighbour and trusted partner.

Both leaders agreed to deepen cooperation in sustainability, trade, security, 
and the blue economy. Hydrography emerged as a significant focus area, 
with India committing assistance for the establishment of a Seychelles 
Hydrographic Unit. This initiative is expected to strengthen Seychelles’ 
capacity for marine mapping and support its blue economy ambitions.

Seven agreements were signed during the visit, covering digital solutions, 
export promotion, data sharing, and maritime scientific research among 
other areas. These agreements signal a shift toward structured and 
institutionalized collaboration in emerging sectors.

Development cooperation remains a cornerstone of the bilateral 
relationship. India has long supported Seychelles through infrastructure 
projects, defence assistance, education scholarships, and healthcare 
partnerships. During emergencies and natural disasters, India has acted as 
a first responder, reinforcing trust and goodwill. The newly announced 
package builds on this legacy while aligning assistance with Seychelles’ 
own national priorities.

Healthcare collaboration featured prominently in the discussions. Given 
Seychelles’ limited domestic healthcare infrastructure, partnerships with 
Indian medical institutions are crucial for access to specialized treatment 
and capacity building. India reaffirmed its commitment to supplying 
affordable, quality medicines and strengthening healthcare infrastructure in 
the island nation.

Climate change and renewable energy were also central themes. As an 
island state vulnerable to rising sea levels and extreme weather events, 
Seychelles faces acute climate challenges. Both countries agreed to 
expand cooperation in renewable energy, resilience building, and climate 
adaptive solutions. India will share expertise in marine research and 
capacity building to support sustainable development.

Defence cooperation and maritime security continue to form key pillars of 
the partnership. As nations located in the strategically significant Indian 
Ocean region, India and Seychelles share concerns related to maritime 
safety, illegal fishing, piracy, and disaster response. Prime Minister Modi 
welcomed Seychelles as a full member of the Colombo Security Conclave, 
a regional security grouping aimed at strengthening maritime coordination. 
The move is expected to enhance collaborative efforts to ensure peace and 
stability in the Indian Ocean.

Diplomatic observers note that the 
timing of the visit holds symbolic and 
strategic importance. This year marks 
five decades of diplomatic relations 
between the two countries. Over 
time, the partnership has evolved 
from development assistance to a 
broad based strategic engagement 
encompassing defence, economy, 
technology, education, and cultural 
exchange.

President Herminie’s visit 
demonstrates a deliberate effort to 
expand ties beyond government to 
government diplomacy. Engagements 
with state leaders, business 
communities, and sector specific 
stakeholders indicate a focus on 
practical cooperation and economic 
integration. The emphasis on digital 
transformation, electric mobility, and 
sustainable infrastructure aligns with 
global trends while addressing 
Seychelles’ domestic priorities.

For India, strengthening ties with 
Seychelles reinforces its broader 
outreach to the Global South and 
consolidates its strategic presence in 
the Indian Ocean. For Seychelles, 
deeper engagement with India offers 
access to finance, technology, 
capacity building, and a trusted 
security partner.

As President Herminie concluded his 
engagements in New Delhi, 
expectations remained high that the 
visit would translate into tangible 
outcomes. The scale of the 
development package, the breadth of 
agreements signed, and the clear 
articulation of a shared vision indicate 
that India Seychelles relations are 
entering a new and dynamic phase.

The visit not only commemorated fifty 
years of diplomatic partnership but 
also laid the foundation for the next 
phase of collaboration rooted in 
sustainability, security, and shared 
growth. With concrete commitments 
on the table and renewed political 
momentum, India and Seychelles 
appear poised to deepen their 
partnership in ways that respond to 
contemporary challenges while 
honoring a relationship shaped by 
history, geography, and mutual trust.
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PM interacts with students 

on Pariksha Pe Charcha 

2026 at 7, Lok Kalyan Marg 

in New Delhi.

The Union Minister for Home Affairs and 

Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah graced the 

signing of historic agreement ceremony 

between the Government of India, the 

Government of Nagaland and representatives 

of the ENPO as another significant step 

towards realising PM’s vision of a peaceful and 

prosperous Northeast, in New Delhi.

The Union Minister for Commerce and Industry, Shri Piyush 

Goyal addressing a Press Conference on the India–US 

Trade Deal at Vanijya Bhawan, in New Delhi.
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The Union Minister for Defence, Shri 

Rajnath Singh with Minister of National 

Defence of the Hellenic Republic Mr 

Nikos Dendias ahead of their bilateral 

meeting at Manekshaw Centre, in Delhi 

Cantt.

Dr. Patrick Herminie, the President of the Republic 

of Seychelles receives a warm welcome upon his 

arrival at AFS Palam Airport, in Delhi.

The Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers 

Welfare and Rural Development, Shri Shivraj 

Singh Chouhan meeting with the Chief 

Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Shri N. 

Chandrababu Naidu, in New Delhi.
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DELHI ON ALERT 800+ PEOPLES ARE MISSING
systems in the city. Its intervention 
underscored that even if the 
figures are consistent with 
historical data, the human impact 
cannot be ignored.
Public reaction to the missing 
persons reports was amplified by 
social media, where alarming 
messages and videos spread 
quickly, often without verification. 
While authorities warned against 
panic and misinformation, many 
citizens argued that the issue 
reflects a deeper, long-standing 
problem rather than a temporary 
scare. Activists pointed out that 
treating such figures as routine 
risks normalising a situation that 
affects thousands of families 
every year.
Experts say multiple factors 
contribute to people going missing 
in a large urban centre like Delhi. 
Rapid urbanisation, migration, 
domestic conflict, mental health 
challenges, and social pressure 
are frequently cited reasons. 
Teenagers and young adults are 
particularly vulnerable, often 
leaving home impulsively without 
understanding the risks involved.
Beyond statistics and official 
statements, the missing persons 
issue remains deeply personal for 
affected families. Each report 
represents a life interrupted and 
relatives trapped in uncertainty. 
The recent attention has renewed 
calls for better communication by 
authorities, faster investigation 
processes, greater use of 
technology, and stronger 
community support systems.
While officials maintain there is no 
extraordinary spike, the episode 
has served as a reminder that 
missing persons remain a serious 
and persistent concern in the 
capital. Ensuring safety, trust, and 
timely action will be crucial in 
addressing both public anxiety 
and the realities faced by families 
searching for answers.

elhi has been placed on 

Dalert after reports revealed 
that more than 800 people 

were reported missing within the 
first two weeks of January 2026, 
sparking widespread concern 
across the national capital. The 
figures, which spread rapidly on 
social media, created anxiety 
among residents and renewed 
debates over public safety, 
particularly for women and 
children. As the numbers 
circulated without much context, 
fear and speculation began to 
dominate public discussion.
According to official records, a 
total of 807 missing person 
reports were registered between 
January 1 and January 15. The 
data showed that a large share of 
those reported missing were 
women and minors, which 
intensified public unease. Parents, 
commuters, and neighbourhood 
groups expressed growing worry, 
with many questioning whether 
the city was witnessing a sudden 
rise in crime or a breakdown in 
law and order.
Delhi Police later clarified that the 
figures did not indicate an unusual 
surge. Officials explained that the 
capital typically records a high 
number of missing person 
complaints each month due to its 

massive population and constant 
migration. On average, around 
two thousand such cases are 
reported monthly, making the 
January numbers broadly 
consistent with past trends. Police 
also noted that missing person 
reports cover a wide range of 
situations, including individuals 
leaving home voluntarily because 
of family disputes, personal 
stress, or employment reasons.
Authorities added that a 
significant number of cases are 
resolved within days, with many 
people traced through routine 
investigation. By the time the 
January data was reviewed, 
hundreds of individuals had 
already been located. However, 
the remaining untraced cases 
continued to fuel concern, as 
families waited for news about 
their loved ones.
The situation drew further 
attention when the National 
Human Rights Commission took 
suo motu cognisance of the 
reports and sought detailed 
explanations from the Delhi 
government and police. The 
Commission highlighted that large 
numbers of missing persons, 
especially women and children, 
raise serious questions about 
safety, prevention, and support 
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TRUMP SIGNALS NEW TRADE DEAL WITH INDIA
willingness to resolve long-
standing disputes through 
dialogue.
The announcement also carries 
political significance. Trump has 
often highlighted trade deals as 
evidence of strong leadership and 
economic nationalism. By 
emphasizing India as a trusted 
partner, he appeared to position 
the agreement as part of a broader 
strategy to strengthen alliances 
with democratic nations while 
reshaping global trade 
relationships. Observers see this 
as an attempt to appeal to both 
American businesses and voters 
who favor tougher but strategic 
trade policies.
Economists caution that the real 
impact of the deal will depend on 
its final terms and implementation. 
While announcements generate 
optimism, translating them into 
legally binding agreements can be 
complex and time-consuming. 
Issues such as tariff reductions, 
regulatory alignment, and dispute 
resolution mechanisms will require 
careful negotiation. Until details are 
finalized, the deal remains a 
framework rather than a completed 
pact.
For India, closer trade ties with the 
United States could support its 
ambition to become a global 
manufacturing and export hub. 
Increased investment and 
technology transfer may help boost 
employment and industrial growth. 
For the US, India represents a fast-
expanding market and a strategic 
alternative in global supply chains.
As discussions move forward, both 
sides are expected to engage in 
detailed negotiations to turn the 
announcement into a concrete 
agreement. The proposed trade 
deal has raised expectations on 
both continents, with businesses 
and policymakers watching closely 
to see whether it delivers tangible 
benefits and marks a new chapter 
in India-US economic relations.

onald Trump has 

Dannounced a new trade 
deal with India, calling it a 

major breakthrough in economic 
relations between the two 
countries and a step toward 
strengthening bilateral cooperation. 
The announcement, made during a 
public address, immediately drew 
global attention, given Trump’s 
influence on international trade 
policy and India’s growing 
importance as a strategic and 
economic partner for the United 
States.
According to Trump, the proposed 
trade agreement focuses on 
expanding market access, 
reducing trade barriers, and 
boosting investment opportunities 
for businesses on both sides. He 
described India as a “key partner” 
and praised its rapidly growing 
economy, large consumer base, 
and strategic role in the Indo-
Pacific region. Trump said the deal 
aims to create jobs, enhance 
supply chains, and ensure what he 
called fair and balanced trade 
between the two nations.
The announcement comes at a 
time when global trade dynamics 
are shifting amid geopolitical 
tensions, supply chain disruptions, 
and efforts by major economies to 
reduce dependence on single 
markets. Trump stated that the 
deal would help American 

companies gain better access to 
Indian markets, particularly in 
sectors such as manufacturing, 
energy, agriculture, and 
technology. At the same time, he 
emphasized that Indian exporters 
would benefit from smoother 
access to US consumers, 
potentially increasing trade 
volumes and long-term 
cooperation.
Indian officials and business 
leaders responded cautiously but 
positively to the announcement. 
While welcoming the intent to 
deepen trade ties, they stressed 
the importance of protecting 
domestic industries and ensuring 
that any agreement aligns with 
India’s development priorities. 
Analysts noted that India has 
traditionally taken a measured 
approach to trade negotiations, 
balancing openness with the need 
to support local manufacturing and 
small businesses.
Trade experts believe the 
proposed deal could build upon 
previous discussions between the 
two countries on tariffs, digital 
trade, and investment norms. Past 
negotiations have faced hurdles 
over issues such as import duties, 
agricultural access, and data 
regulations. However, Trump 
claimed that the new agreement 
reflects “mutual respect and 
understanding” and signals a 
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and inclusive mobility ecosystem.
Drivers’ associations welcomed the 
launch, calling it a long-awaited 
move that could address long-
standing concerns about high 
commissions, unpredictable 
earnings, and lack of social 
security. Many drivers expressed 
hope that the cooperative model 
would give them greater control 
over their work conditions and 
income while reducing dependence 
on private aggregators.
Industry observers see Bharat Taxi 
as part of a growing trend toward 
cooperative and public-interest 
digital platforms in India. They note 
that the success of the initiative will 
depend on efficient execution, 
competitive pricing, service quality, 
and strong technological support. 
Building customer confidence and 
ensuring consistent availability of 
vehicles will be crucial in competing 
with established players in the 
market.
The launch also carries political 
and social significance, highlighting 
the government’s emphasis on 
cooperative institutions as tools for 
economic empowerment. Amit 
Shah reiterated that cooperatives 
are not just economic entities but 
instruments of social change that 
can uplift workers and promote 
equitable growth.
As Bharat Taxi begins operations, 
expectations are high among 
drivers and policymakers alike. If 
implemented effectively, the 
platform could reshape the ride-
hailing landscape in India by 
demonstrating that technology-
driven services can thrive under 
cooperative ownership. The 
initiative is being closely watched 
as a test case for blending digital 
innovation with cooperative 
principles in the country’s rapidly 
evolving transport sector.

nion Home Minister Amit 

UShah has officially 
launched a new 

cooperative-based cab platform 
named Bharat Taxi, marking a 
significant step toward 
strengthening India’s cooperative 
economy and empowering drivers 
across the country. The initiative 
aims to provide a homegrown 
alternative to existing ride-hailing 
services while ensuring better 
earnings, transparency, and 
ownership for drivers operating 
within the cooperative framework.
Speaking at the launch event, 
Amit Shah said Bharat Taxi 
reflects the government’s vision of 
promoting cooperatives as a key 
pillar of economic growth. He 
described the platform as a 
people-centric model that places 
drivers at the heart of the system 
rather than treating them as 
contractual workers. According to 
him, the cooperative structure will 
allow drivers to become 
stakeholders, giving them a sense 
of security, dignity, and long-term 
financial stability.
Bharat Taxi has been designed to 
operate on a commission-light 
model, reducing the financial 
burden on drivers that is 
commonly associated with 

aggregator platforms. Officials 
involved in the project said the 
platform will function through 
registered cooperatives at the 
state and district levels, enabling 
local participation and 
decentralized management. This 
structure is expected to improve 
accountability while keeping 
profits within the driver community.
The platform will initially roll out in 
major cities and tourist hubs, with 
plans for gradual expansion to 
tier-two and tier-three cities. 
Bharat Taxi will offer standard 
services such as city rides, 
outstation travel, and airport 
transfers, while also focusing on 
safety, transparent pricing, and 
customer trust. Authorities said the 
app interface has been developed 
with simplicity in mind to ensure 
ease of use for both drivers and 
passengers.
Amit Shah emphasized that 
Bharat Taxi aligns with the 
government’s broader push for 
self-reliance and digital 
empowerment. He said India 
needs technology platforms that 
serve national interests and 
support grassroots workers. By 
combining digital innovation with 
the cooperative movement, Bharat 
Taxi aims to create a sustainable 

AMIT SHAH LAUNCHES COOPERATIVE 
CAB PLATFORM BHARAT TAXI
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Filmmaker Karan Johar has opened up about a challenging 
experience early in his career, recalling how legendary 
choreographer Saroj Khan reacted to his involvement during the 
making of Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge (DDLJ). In a conversation 
with The Hollywood Reporter India, Johar described the encounter as 
frightening and emotionally taxing, even though he ultimately 
acknowledged Saroj Khan’s talent.
Johar began his career in the film industry as a costume assistant on 
the 1995 romantic drama, working under Aditya Chopra and 
alongside designer Manish Malhotra. Years later, he reflected on the 
intensity he experienced on set, particularly during the filming of the 
song ‘Mehndi Laga Ke Rakhna.’

The Delhi High Court on Thursday rejected actor Rajpal Yadav’s final plea to 
delay his surrender in a cheque bounce case, directing him to report to jail 
immediately. The court refused to hear any further requests until he 
surrendered, noting that he had already failed to comply with earlier 
orders.Yadav sought more time to clear pending dues to Murli Projects Pvt 
Ltd, with his counsel assuring a payment of Rs 25 lakh and a tentative 
repayment plan. However, the bench said enough leniency had been shown 
and that Yadav had repeatedly failed to honour commitments made to the 
court.The case relates to a May 2024 conviction under the Negotiable 
Instruments Act, in which Yadav was sentenced to six months in jail. His 
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KARAN JOHAR SAYS WORKING WITH “TERRIFYING” 
SAROJ KHAN ON DDLJ “TRAUMATISED” HIM

“At that time, the costume dada was my biggest ally… Manish would come in the morning, hand over the clothes, 
and leave. I was the costume assistant, and Pam aunty was deeply involved in the process,” Johar recalled, 
referring to Pamela Chopra’s hands-on role with costumes.
Trouble emerged when Saroj Khan requested additional red scarves for dancers mid-shoot. The team did not 
have enough fabric on hand, prompting Johar to suggest a workaround to Saroj’s assistant: “…it would look stylish 
if the dancers put one hand in their pocket and held the scarf in the other.”
However, when Saroj Khan learned of the idea she was not receptive. Johar said she “lost it,” demanding red satin 
cloth immediately or threatening not to shoot. He later described the ordeal vividly: “She caught hold of me — 
literally pushed me — and said, ‘Go wherever you have to. Go to Goregaon, bring the red cloth, or I will not shoot.’ I 
remember running on the streets of Goregaon with the costume dada, desperately looking for red satin cloth. I was 
scared for my life. I was traumatised. She was terrifying.”
Despite the fear he felt at the time, Johar balanced his account by acknowledging Saroj Khan’s skill and 
contribution to Indian cinema. “She was scary, but she was the best. She didn’t like me at all. She was just unhappy 
with me,” he said, underlining the creative intensity she brought to her work.
Johar also shared a lighter memory from the same production involving his tendency to give unsolicited costume 
suggestions. During the filming of ‘Tujhe Dekha Toh Yeh Jaana Sanam,’ he playfully dressed the lead actors in 
dungarees — an idea Saroj Khan reacted to with surprise. “She looked at them and said, ‘‘Yeh baba baby banke 
kyun aaye hain?’’ I answered back… She’d be like, ‘Yeh kyun bolta rehta hai?’ because I was always giving my two 
cents,” he said with a laugh.

RAJPAL YADAV TO SURRENDER AT TIHAR JAIL AFTER DELHI HC 
REJECTS EXTENSION IN CHEQUE BOUNCE CASE

11-17 February, 2026

sentence had earlier been suspended on the promise of a settlement, but repeated payment defaults led the court 
to revoke relief.Following the order, Yadav’s counsel confirmed that the actor would surrender at Tihar Jail later on 
Thursday.
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